2020 General Assembly Regular Session
Bills We’re Watching: The 10th Edition
733 Bills Filed – 14 Legislative Days Remain!
This list profiles the environmental, conservation, consumer and general
government bills that the Kentucky Resources Council is supporting, opposing,
and tracking during the 2020 General Assembly Regular Session. This year is a
“long” session, and began on January 7, 2020, with a scheduled adjournment of
April 15. Due to health concerns, the General Assembly adjourned until March
17, and will not meet on March 13 and 16.
This wrap-up is complete through end of legislative day March 12th, 2020.
Feel free to forward this to anyone you feel might be interested, and to utilize,
reprint or quote from the bill analyses. We ask only that you attribute KRC as the
source when you use our analytical material (so we can take all the blame for
anything we’ve gotten wrong!)
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO WANTS TO RECEIVE THESE NOTICES OF THE
POSTING OF THESE UPDATES?
Send this to a friend and tell them to write us at Fitz@kyrc.org if they want to
receive notice when these postings are updated. The legislative update will be
refreshed each Friday afternoon.
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WANT TO READ THE BILLS OR CONTACT LEGISLATORS?
For a copy of any bill, visit the Legislature's 2020 Session page at
https://legislature.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
To find your legislators email, go to
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/findyourlegislator/findyourlegislator.html
The toll-free message line is 1-800-372-7181, to leave a message for a legislator or
an entire committee. The TTY message line is 1-800-896-0305. En Espanol, el
nombre es 1-866-840-6574. The toll-free bill status number is 1-866-840-2835.
Please note that the Council does not have a position on each bill listed. Some
bills are tracked for general interest; others simply to assure that they do not
become vehicles for mischievous amendments. There are a number of bills
proposing new or repealing existing tax incentives and exemptions, which we are
not tracking but which can be found in the “Bill And Amendment Index” under
taxation at https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/20rs/index_headings.html.
We have formatted this update to highlight in the first section, those
environmental and energy-related bills on which KRC has taken a position. Where
KRC has taken a position concerning a bill it is indicated with a plus (+) or minus (). The primary sponsor and current status of the bill are also noted by Committee
or chamber. The second section are other bills on which KRC has taken a position,
relating to general governance and justice issues. The third section are bills of
interest to KRC’s readers on which we have not taken a position but are tracking.
Note that, in addition to environmental and energy bills, the Council endorses
general government measures that support voter engagement, government
transparency, equity, justice, and advancement of civil rights and civil liberties.
Our primary focus remains on energy and environmental measures.
Here’s the key to understanding where a bill is in the process:
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H. State Govt = House State Government Committee
H. Ed = House Education Committee
H. Tourism = House Tourism and Outdoor Recreation Committee
H. Elections= House Elections, Constitutional Amendments and
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee
H. Veterans= House Veterans, Military Affairs and Public Safety Committee
H. Judiciary = House Judiciary Committee
H. A&R = House Appropriations and Revenue Committee
H. Eco Dev = House Economic Development & Workforce Investment Committee
H. Ag = House Agriculture
H. Sm Bus = House Small Business and Information Technology Committee
H. Local Govt = House Local Government Committee
H. Transp = House Transportation Committee
H. H&FS = House Health and Family Services Committee
H. L&O = House Licensing, Occupations And Adm. Regulations Committee
H. Nat Res Energy = House Natural Resources and Energy Committee
H. B&I = House Banking and Insurance Committee
H. L&I = House Labor and Industry Committee
H. Rules = House Rules Committee
S. State Local Govt = Senate State and Local Government Committee
S. NR Energy = Senate Natural Resources and Energy Committee
S. Ag = Senate Agriculture Committee
S. Judiciary = Senate Judiciary Committee
S. Eco Dev = Senate Economic Development, Tourism and Labor Committee
S. Ed = Senate Education Committee
S. H&W = Senate Health and Welfare Committee
S. L&O = Senate Licensing, Occupations and Administrative Regulations Comm.
S. Veterans = Senate Veterans, Military Affairs, and Public Protection Committee
S. B&I = Senate Banking and Insurance Committee
S. Transp = Senate Transportation
S. Rules = Senate Rules Committee
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So what’s up with all the bills that revise existing laws to make language
“gender neutral”?
At this time in the session, when the deadline for “new” bills loomed on March 2
(for the House) and March 4 (for the Senate), legislators jacketed and filed
placeholder bills that can be revised at a later time in committee to address issues
that may arise between now and end of session – essentially to be a potential
vehicle or “mule” if needed.
What does “posting” mean?
Under the rules of the House, for a bill or resolution to be heard in a House
Committee, it must be “posted” for consideration. While the rule can be waived
by a vote of a majority of House members (even retroactively), unless waived a
bill or resolution must be “posted” three calendar days prior to being heard in the
House Committee. This does not apply if a bill previously heard and approved by
a committee is returned to that committee.
The Senate has no rule requiring posting of bills or resolutions, so that a Senate
Committee may take up any bills or resolution referred to that committee at any
meeting without prior notice.
ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY-RELATED BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS FOR WHICH
KRC HAS TAKEN A POSITION
House Bills
HB 15 (Huff)(H. Judiciary)(+)
Would define as criminal littering the permitting of unsafe amounts of mowed
grass to remain on a highway.
HB 44 (Gooch and Bowling)(To Governor)
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Would amend KRS 511.100 to include additional facilities as "key infrastructure
assets," make tampering with, impeding, or inhibiting operations of a key
infrastructure asset a Class D felony; and allow a civil action against a person that
compensates or remunerates a person who committed criminal mischief. As
drafted, the bill was overbroad in defining criminal conduct and could have had a
chilling effect on the exercise of protected speech and assembly. KRC negotiated
revisions to narrow the scope of the bill, and those changes were a floor
amendment in the House that was adopted. KRC thanks the sponsors and bill
proponents for working to resolve our concerns.
HB 48 (Donohue)(H. A&R)(+)
Would establish a refundable income tax credit for the costs of mitigating noise
from a commercial airport.
HB 49 (Donohue)(H. Eco Dev)(+)(Posted)
Would require the Finance and Administration Cabinet to give notice to the
Kentucky Heritage Council 90 days prior to the transfer or sale of a property
nominated by the Kentucky Historic Preservation Review Board to be listed on the
National Register of Historic Places; and require a written recommendation to the
Finance and Administration Cabinet on whether the property should have a
preservation easement; if a preservation easement is recommended, no sale or
transfer of the property shall take place until the easement is listed on the deed.
HB 68 (Wiederstein)(H. L&O)(-)
Would create a new process for regulations constituting a major economic action;
create a Regulatory Economic Analysis Advisory Group to consult on such
regulations and require consultation prior to filing a regulation. There already
exist sufficient analyses and opportunities for review and comment on
regulations, and this new process would slow the adoption of regulations that
could adversely affect public health and safety, and which are required to be
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adopted in order to maintain state management of delegated environmental and
health and safety programs.
HB 85 (Marzian, Flood)(H. NR Energy)(+)
Bill intended to address plastic waste would prohibit the intentional release of
more than 25 plastic balloons; establish a ban on plastic, single-use carryout bags
by July 1, 2025; and ban the provision of single-use plastic straws and Styrofoam
food and beverage containers by retail food and beverage establishments by July
1, 2023.
HB 126 (Hatton)(H. NR Energy)(+)
Would require the Public Service Commission to consider rate affordability when
determining fair, just and reasonable utility rates and require fair, just, and
reasonable rates to balance the interests of the utility, its investors, and the
ratepayer.
HB 133 (Kulkarni)(H. Judiciary)(+)(Needs Amendment)(posted, posting withdrawn)
Would establish procedures for dismissing legal actions filed in response to a
party's exercise of free speech, right to petition, or right to association. KRC
supports protecting citizens who become involved in matters affecting planning,
zoning, and environmental protection and development, from groundless
“Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation” or “SLAPP” suits. The intent of
the bill is sound, but language needs substantial revision.
HB 195 (J. Miller)(S. Rules)(+)
Would allow local governments to post legal notices and to reduce newspaper
notices to one. Would also make provision for individuals who have difficulty in
accessing the information online. KRC recommended one addition to the one
print notice, in order to include the web address, if any, where the proposed
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action could be found. The sponsor has agreed to that change, and his agreement
is appreciated.
Bill was amended in committee to limit operation to communities of over 80,000,
to account for the lack of broadband in smaller communities.
HB 232 (Sorolis)(H. Judiciary)(+)
Would require the award of costs and attorney fees if a court finds a record is
withheld willfully under the Open Records Act.
HB 234 (Brown and others)(H. H&FS)(+)
Would require hospitals that provide inpatient or residential care to offer patients
a plant-based food option with comparable nutritional value for every meal or
snack, at the request of a patient or patient's lawful representative, and at no
additional cost.
HB 247 (Hart)(H. NR Energy)(posted)
Original bill would have allowed local public agencies to engage in noncompetitive
negotiation for purchase or sale of wholesale natural gas or electric power and
exempt those contracts from newspaper advertisement for bids. KRC was
concerned with the loss of transparency and accountability in allowing municipal
utilities to bypass competitive negotiation.
In response to these concerns, KRC negotiated language that provides
benchmarks against which any such contracts will be measured, requiring that the
entity provide a detailed explanation of how the purchase or sale provides for
stable and competitive rates for utility customers while providing for reliable,
affordable, and sustainable energy services. This additional language was
anticipated to be included in the bill; however the bill will not be heard this
session.
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HB 323 (DuPlessis and others)(H. NR Energy)(+)
Would amend net metering law to allow eligible electric generating facilities
beginning service after the effective date of the initial net metering rate order
issued by the Public Service Commission but before December 31, 2024, to
maintain the same net metering rates as eligible generating facilitates beginning
service before the effective date of the initial order until December 31, 2029.
Essentially, the bill extends the grandfathering provision providing a 1:1 kilowatt
credit for fed-in electricity from rooftop solar that currently will expire after the
Commission’s first Order in a rate case filed by a utility after January 1, 2020, to
December 31, 2029. Customers eligible for the extended 1:1 credit are those
taking service after the initial rate case for that utility changes the manner of
crediting solar customers, up until December 31, 2024. Customers taking service
before the Commission’s Order in the initial rate case are already grandfathered
for 25 years.
HB 334 (Cantrell and others)(H. Elections)(+)
Proposed state constitutional amendment would recognize a right of the people
to have clean air, pure water, and for the Commonwealth to be required to
preserve the natural, scenic, historic, and esthetic values of the environment for
the benefit of all Kentuckians.
HB 351 (Rudy)(S. A&R)(+)
Revenue measure would increase the surtax on cigarettes and the excise tax on
chewing tobacco, snuff, and tobacco products and expand taxes to include vaping
products effective July 1, 2020. House-passed version also extends the waste tire
fund fee collection and underground storage tank fee and program eligibility, for
a four year-period.
HB 352 (Rudy)(S. A&R)(-)
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Proposed biennial budget.
The significant adverse effect of the Governor’s proposed budget on the
continued operations of the Energy and Environment Cabinet, warrant KRC’s
opposition to the proposed budget at this time.
The Governor’s proposed budget reflects a decrease in funding of the Cabinet,
and a sweeping of significant amounts of supposedly “dedicated” funding into the
General Fund to support the new Governor’s priorities, which do not appear to
include protection the environment. For example, overall personnel costs are
being reduced by nearly $8 million dollars from current levels, $24 million less
than was requested by EEC.
The Governor’s proposed sweep of nearly all the Petroleum Storage Tank
Environmental Assurance Funds of $55M in FY2021 and $38M in FY2022 would
have potentially slowed the rate of reimbursement for remediation of
contaminated underground storage tank sites. The House-passed budget sweeps
less of that fund over the biennium.
The Governor’s proposed “sweeping” of $2 million per year from the Kentucky
Pride Trust Fund and 3.5 million from the waste tire fund during the biennium, is
also a concern because it could adversely affect cleanup and other waste
remediation activities funded by those programs. The House-passed budget
maintains these cuts.
A healthy economy and a healthy people depend on clean air, water, and soil.
Both the Governor’s and the House-passed proposed budgets fail to assure that
future for Kentuckians.
KRC is working to address concerns with the impact of the budget on the Energy
and Environment Cabinet.
HB 365 (Hart, Bratcher)(H. Rules)
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Comprehensive revision to pesticide regulation statutes. Would eliminate the
statutory mandate for lawn care application posting that has been the law for 20
years.
KRC requested, and sponsor has agreed to, a floor amendment filed by Rep. Joe
Graviss, to restore the obligation for the agency to maintain a lawn care
application and mosquito control application and notice regulation.
HB 379 (Thomas, Bechler)(H. Transp)(-)
Would allow electronic advertising billboards located on the premises of a
business or organization to advertise or promote activities and products offered
both on the property and by charitable nonprofit organizations or groups.
KRC does not support expansion of the use of electronic billboards for any reason,
particularly if those billboards are multi-message boards whose message changes.
Current regulation allows each community to determine whether it will allow
electronic message boards. The bill would appear to override that local
determination and would allow any electronic on-site message board to also
include off-site activities, events, and products from nonprofits.
Since Kentucky courts have struck content-based billboard regulation that has
attempted to control both commercial and noncommercial messages, the other
concern is that if passed, the restriction on what off-site messages can be
displayed might be struck by a reviewing court, leaving broad authority for off-site
messages on every current on-site messaging device.
HB 380 (Nemes)(H. A&R)(+)
Would extend the voluntary environmental remediation tax credit to 2024.
HB 403 (Gooch)(S. A&R)(+)
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Would raise the eligibility threshold for participation in a voluntary energy cost
assistance fund from 110% of the federal poverty guidelines to the percentage of
the federal poverty guidelines required for eligibility in the subsidy component of
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).
HB 407 (Meredith)(H. Rules)(+)
Would require licensed child-care centers to be tested for radon at least once
every five years as part of their initial licensure and license renewal and require
posting of test results.
HB 485 (Fugate)(H. Rules)(+)
Would add officers of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to the list of
federal employees who are deemed to be peace officers and make other changes
to fish and wildlife statutes.
HB 509 (Tate)(H. L&O)(+)
Would require a seller of a residential dwelling to test for and disclose radon
levels and make contractual sales agreement contingent upon levels being
acceptable (i.e. below 4 picocuries per liter).
HB 570 (Meredith)(H. Rules)
As initially drafted, KRC had two concerns regarding the bill – the first is in
assuring that there is transparency in the creation of "public agencies" by
interlocal agreement by assuring that the records and meetings of such "public
agencies" created by interlocal agreement are in all cases subject to Kentucky's
Open Meetings and Open Records law.
The second concern was with the inclusion of "electric" and "gas" in Section 4(3),
which would allow a new agency created by interlocal agreement to engage in
significant capital expenditures for "construction" and "operation" of new gas or
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electric generating plants without any oversight by the Kentucky Public Service
Commission (such as would be the case for a PSC-regulated utility) and without
any direct accountability to ratepayers in participating municipalities.
KRC conveyed these concerns to the Kentucky League of Cities and the sponsor,
and the House Committee Substitute deleted references to “gas” and “electric,”
and included language clarifying that interlocal agencies created by interlocal
agreement are subject to both the Kentucky Open Meetings and Open Records
laws.
HB 574 (Lee)(H. Local Govt)(-)(posted)
Would weaken zoning overlay district laws by requiring signatures of 75% of the
property owners within the area that is sought to be under the jurisdiction of the
overlay district and allow such landowners to opt out of district even after it is
created.
HB 575 (Gooch, Miles)(H. Rules)
Would amend consumer protection laws to provide a right of a customer to
connect to a utility service irrespective of the source of the utility service to be
delivered. As written, it provides that the right of a customer to purchase, use, or
connect to a utility service shall not be “infringed, prohibited, or otherwise
impaired” by the utility choice of energy source for delivery of that service.
House Committee Substitute added language sought by KRC that clarifies that
nothing in the bill affects the authority of the Public Service Commission over
utilities pursuant to KRS Chapter 278.
HB 580 (Santoro and others)(H. A&R)(-)
Would revise transportation funding in a number of ways, including setting a
single excise tax on gasoline and special fuels, setting an initial base rate for the
heavy equipment motor carrier surtax, establishing nonhybrid electric vehicles fee
KENTUCKY RESOURCES COUNCIL | Page 12 of 56

of $200; establish an annual highway preservation fee of $5-$40 on all
noncommercial vehicles based on the EPA mileage rating of the make model and
year of the vehicle; and make other revisions to excise and registration fees for
vehicles.
Ironically, the proposed “highway preservation fee” would impose a higher fee on
automobiles based on higher fuel efficiency.
A rational system of funding transportation infrastructure would be based on
vehicle miles traveled and vehicle weight and would not be regressive in imposing
higher taxes on electric and more fuel-efficient vehicles.
HB 584 (Harris)(H. NR Energy)(+)
Would set a residential fixed customer charge to recover no more than fixed
capital costs for metering, billing, service connections, and customer service for
electric, natural gas, and water utilities, include affordability as a criterion for
utility rates and require the Public Service Commission to balance the interests of
the utility, investors, and consumer in establishing fair, just, reasonable, and
affordable rates, and require PSC review of contracts entered into by a city with
another city to furnish water or light service, as well as an extension by a city of its
water or sewer system beyond its territory to be subject to review and regulation
by the Public Service Commission and the sale of capacity or energy surplus by a
city or urban-county government to an electric or combination electric or gas
utility.
HB 591 (Graviss)(H. NR Energy)(+)
Would establish a Healthy Soils Program and a Healthy Soils Program fund in the
Department for Natural Resources, Division of Conservation and Agriculture
Water Quality Authority law to promote soil restoration and add restoration,
biological diversity, watershed health, and healthy soil practices to the mandates
of soil and water conservation districts.
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HB 594 (Graviss)(HR Energy)(+)
Would establish eligibility and continuous education requirements for members
of a water district, water association, and joint water commission, establish the
Public Water and Wastewater Working Group; develop methods to identify failing
public water and wastewater utilities; create a Kentucky Public Water and
Wastewater System Protection Panel to develop metrics to identify systems at
risk of insolvency, develop a priority list for intervention by the panel, and
promulgate administrative regulations to develop comprehensive criteria for
sanctions against governing bodies at risk of failure, and make other changes in
eligibility and continuing education requirements for water and sewer district
commissioners.
HB 599 (Huff)(H. Ed)(-)
Would delete requirements for the minimum number of school water filling
stations and water fountains and would also remove the Kentucky efficient school
design trust fund and the efficient school design reporting requirements.
HB 614 (Graviss)(H. H&FS)(+)
Would require property owners with on-site sewage disposal systems to be
notified by mail every two years of the need to maintain the system; and require
an information campaign to increase public awareness at least once every two
years; require department to promulgate regulation to outline policy to maintain
list of properties serviced by on-site sewage disposal systems.
House Resolutions
HJR 8 (Huff and others)(Adopted by both chambers, became law)
Joint Resolution would direct Energy and Environment Cabinet and the Louisville
Metro Air Pollution Control District to determine the environmental benefits,
related costs, and potential alternatives to the federal reformulated gasoline
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requirements currently imposed in Jefferson County and partial areas in Bullitt
and Oldham Counties.
KRC supports periodic review of all measures contained in “State Implementation
Plans” that have been adopted in order to control levels of ozone and other air
pollutants, in order to assure that they remain cost-effective in terms of the levels
of reduction achieved. KRC opposes any state mandate directing, as the General
Assembly once did regarding vehicle testing, termination or removal of any
program that is part of the state or Metro Louisville SIP.
In testimony before the House Committee, KRC requested that in assessing the
benefits of maintaining RFG, the health as well as environmental benefits be
evaluated, since elevated ground-level ozone is associated with pulmonary and
respiratory injury, particularly to sensitive populations. The sponsor agreed to
that inclusion, and it was incorporated into the bill before the resolution as sent
to the Senate on January 23 by the House.
HR 37 (Tipton and Graviss)(Adopted)(+)
Simple resolution encourages the restoration and maintenance of the Kentucky
River to ensure full navigability of the river for economic and tourism
development purposes.
HCR 88 (Gooch)(S. NR Energy)(+)
Would reestablish the Public Water and Wastewater System Infrastructure Task
Force and direct the task force to continue to evaluate policy options on how to
address Kentucky's troubled public water and wastewater systems.
HJR 91 (Bojanowski and others)(H. NR Energy)(+)
A Joint Resolution would direct the Energy and Environment Cabinet to study the
economic impact of renewable energy portfolio standards and other renewable
energy policies in all states and to provide recommendations on the applicability
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and feasibility of adopting new renewable energy policies that support economic
growth in Kentucky.
HR 95 (Elliott)(+)(adopted)
Simple resolution would proclaim March 3, 2020, as Kentucky Natural Lands
Awareness Day.
HJR 98 (Graviss)(H. NR Energy)(+)
Would establish the Working Group on Public Water and Wastewater
Infrastructure in the executive branch and specify its role and function and
reestablish the Public Water and Wastewater System Infrastructure Task Force
and specify its role and function.
HR 122 (Harris)(H. NR Energy)(+)
Simple resolution urging Governor Andy Beshear to declare a State of Emergency
in Martin County, Kentucky and to make emergency funds available to resolve the
county's water crisis.
Senate Bills
SB 16 (Embry)(S NR Energy)(+)(Needs Amendment)
Would amend “waste disposal facility" definition in KRS Chapter 224 to specify
that all residual landfills are included in the process of local solid waste planning
and to remove the exception for private facilities that dispose of their own waste
on their own property (so-called captive landfills) from the requirements to
obtain approval from local governing body when a municipal solid waste disposal
facility seeks to expand or construct a facility. This would address the lack of local
ability to control off-site residual landfills constructed by a facility to dispose its
industrial waste in a different county, by subjecting disposal of residual wastes in
captive facilities to local planning. The environmental and other concerns
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associated with residual landfills do not differ whether the facility is commercial
or captive, and the current exemption from local solid waste planning for captive
residual landfills is arbitrary.
An amendment is needed to clarify that any residual or contained landfill or
incinerator disposing of industrial waste is subject to local solid waste planning,
whether “for a fee” or not; otherwise captive residual landfills would remain
exempted.
SB 17 (Embry)(S. Transp)(+)
Would define permitting unsafe amounts of leaves or mowed grass on highways
as criminal littering.
SB 19 (D. Carroll and Embry)(S. Transp)(+)
Same as SB 17
SB 22 (Embry)(S NR Energy)(+)
Would amend KRS 61.878 to allow fiscal courts to impose license fees on residual
landfills and to assess increased fees for accepting wastes outside of the waste
planning area.
An amendment is needed to clarify that “municipal solid waste disposal facility”
as used in that section includes any residual or contained landfill or incinerator
disposing of industrial waste is subject to local solid waste planning, whether “for
a fee” or not; otherwise captive residual landfills would remain exempted.
SB 27 (Turner)(S NR Energy)(+)
Would prohibit the approval of mining permit applications for applicants that are
not compliant with the wage performance bonding requirements of state law and
would make continued compliance with those requirements a condition of any
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mining permit. All penalties collected for violations of wage performance bonding
requirements for mining operations would be paid to employees injured by the
employer's failure to post the performance bond.
SB 51 (Alvarado)(S. State Local Govt)(-)
Proposed state constitutional amendment would allow the General Assembly the
power to limit noneconomic damages for injuries resulting in death or for injuries
to persons or property, and the power to provide statutes of limitation.
The right to redress for injury is among the bedrock rights in Kentucky’s
constitution, and cannot and should not be infringed upon by constitutional
amendments seeking to limit the recovery of pain and suffering and for punitive
damages. Access to the courts for redress of injuries is a legitimate tool for
redress of environmental and workplace safety and health-related injuries, and
for deterrence from future negligence and gross negligence.
SB 56 (Alvarado)(H. Rules)(+)
Would prohibit the sale of tobacco, alternative nicotine, or vapor products to
persons under the age of 21.
SB 68 (Harper Angel)(S. NR Energy)(+)
Would ban on plastic, single-use carryout bags by July 1, 2025 and the provision
of single-use plastic straws and Styrofoam food and beverage containers by retail
food and beverage establishments by July 1, 2023.
SB 86 (West)(S. State Local Govt)(-)
Would allow local governments and special districts to void implementation of
water fluoridation programs by the Cabinet for Health and Family Services.
SB 159 (Schroder)(H. H&FS)(+)
KENTUCKY RESOURCES COUNCIL | Page 18 of 56

Would require CHFS to regulate sanitation of splash pads.
SB 164 (Wheeler)(S. A&R)(+)
Would designate 100% of a new open dumping fine be paid to the county where
the violation occurred, expressly include littering and open dumping as crimes
subject to enforcement by code enforcement, allow local governments to impose
a civil fine between $250 and $500 for open dumping and prescribe funds to be
used for abatement, cleanup and restoration of the illegal dump site.
SB 165 (Hornback and others)(S. Rules)(+)
Would require operators to update the positive response system documenting
the status of marking the approximate location of its underground facilities and to
require excavators to give additional time to operators of underground facilities
transporting gas or hazardous liquids or transmitting electricity, and require
excavators that find evidence of an unmarked underground facility to notify the
protection notification centers and give the operators 6 hours to identify the
facility; provide that if an operator of underground facilities other than one
transporting gas or hazardous liquids or transmitting electricity fails to respond to
locate requests and to update the positive response system the excavator shall
not be liable for damages resulting from the operator's failure to comply with the
duties provided in the Underground Facility Damage Prevention Act of 1994.
SB 206 (McDaniel)(S State Local Govt)(-)
Would increase from 2 to 3 the number of jurisdictions that could comprise a joint
planning commission.
SB 217 (Buford)(S. NR Energy)(+)
Would include a utility regulated by the Public Service Commission under the
definition of a "public agency" for purposes of open records act.
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SB 224 (McGarvey)(S. State Local Govt)(+)
Would clarify the authority of small (less than 3,000) cities in Metro Louisville to
enact ordinances regarding nuisance abatement, business licensing, building
permits, code enforcement, and other police powers not in conflict with state
constitution.
SB 286 (Wise)(S. NR Energy)(+)
Would create a hunting and fishing license exemption for persons who are either
American veterans who are at least 50% disabled as a result of a service-related
disability or who are declared permanently and totally disabled.
Senate Resolutions
SR 108 (Smith)(Adopted)(-)
Would confirm reappointment of current Public Service Commission Chair,
Michael Schmitt, to a term expiring July I, 2023. KRC believes we need new
Commissioners who are more sensitive to issues of affordability in rate setting for
low- and fixed-income ratepayers, and who view intervention more liberally in
order to assure that all affected ratepayers have a voice and are included in rate
setting cases.
SCR 152 (Wheeler and Webb)(H. NR Energy)(+)(posted)
Concurrent Resolution would reestablish the Public Water and Wastewater
System Infrastructure Task Force to continue to evaluate policy options on how to
address Kentucky's troubled public water and wastewater systems.
SR 197 (McGarvey)(+)
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Simple resolution would declare April 22, 2020 as “Environmental Education Day”
in Kentucky.
SR 251 (McGarvey)(+)
Simple resolution would declare April 22, 2020 as “Environmental Education Day”
in Kentucky and honoring the 50th anniversary of “Earth Day.”
GENERAL GOVERNANCE AND JUSTICE BILLS ON WHICH KRC HAS TAKEN A
POSITION
House Bills
HB 4 (Osborne, Jenkins)(H. Rules)(+)
Would provide for an automatic recount in elections of constitutional officers,
members of Congress, and members of the General Assembly when the vote
margin is 0.5% or less and to provide for a recount in elections of the Governor
and Lieutenant Governor, members of Congress, and members of the General
Assembly when an automatic recount does not apply.
HB 6 (Booker)(H. Elections)(+)
Proposed amendment to Kentucky Constitution to restore voting rights to
persons convicted of felonies upon completion of their sentence; submit to the
voters for ratification or rejection.
HB 33 (Scott and others)(H. Eco Dev)(+)
Amend prohibited discriminatory workplace practices to include hairstyle and
other traits historically associated with race.
HB 39 (Hinkle and others)(H. Eco Dev)(+)
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Would increase minimum wage for hourly and tipped workers.
HB 59 (Reed, Rowland)(To Governor)(+)
Would designate the Wednesday of National Farm Safety Week, which is the third
week of September, as "Farmer Suicide Prevention Day."
HB 78 (Sorolis and Flood)(H. Elections)(+)
Would allow in-person early voting between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. on the three
Saturdays preceding any primary, regular election, or special election.
HB 80 (Sorolis)(H. Elections)(+)
Would allow same-day voter registration on election day under certain
circumstances.
HB 81 (Sorolis)(H. Election)(+)
Would make an application for a motor vehicle driver's license a simultaneous
application for voter registration unless declined by the applicant.
HB 119 (Brown and others)(H. Elections)(+)
Proposed state constitutional amendment would restructure the voting
restrictions relating to felons and persons with mental disabilities.
HB 124 (Hatton)(H. Sm Bus)(+)(posted)
Would require net neutrality for any public or private Internet service providers
using KentuckyWired network.
HB 168 (Moser and Flood)(S. State Local Gov)(+)
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Would make it ethical misconduct for a legislator, legislative agent, or director of
the Legislative Research Commission to intentionally engage in discrimination,
harassment, or sexual harassment.
HB 225 (Marzian and others)(H. Eco Dev)(+)
Would prohibit discrimination because of sexual orientation and gender identity.
HB 230 (Meeks)(H. Eco Dev)(+)
Would provide definitions of "protective hairstyle" and "race" that include traits
historically associated with race, with respect to banned discriminatory practices.
HB 231 (Cantrell and others)(H. State Govt)(+)
Would allow employees of the Commonwealth of Kentucky to collectively
bargain.
HB 237 (McCoy)(H. Judiciary)(+)
Would add serious mental illness to the disabilities which prevent execution for
persons convicted of capital offenses.
HB 239 (Hatton and numerous others)(H. Eco Dev)(+)
Would eliminate the requirement that physicians contracting with the
commissioner of the Department of Workers' Claims to perform evaluations in
occupational disease claims be "B" readers who are licensed in Kentucky and are
board-certified pulmonary specialists.
HB 280 (Tate)(H. Transp)(+)
Would prohibit the operator of a motor vehicle from carrying passengers who are
required to be secured in a child restraint system or booster seat from placing the
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child restraint system or booster seat in the front seat of the vehicle if the vehicle
has seating in the vehicle behind the front seat.
HB 306 (McCool and Santoro)(S. L&O)(+)
Would mandate compliance with Structural and Bridge Welding Code
requirements for structural steel welding and testing by a certified facility.
HB 309 (Sorolis)(H. State Govt)(+)
Would amend Open Meetings law to allow an agency, the Attorney General, or a
court to vacate actions taken at a meeting where the agency failed to give notice
of the meeting; and to require a person to be awarded court costs and attorney
fees when a court finds there was no justiciable reason for an agency's denial of
an open meetings complaint.
HB 319 (Elliott)(Became Law)(+)
Would establish the Kentucky Civil War site preservation fund and allow the
Kentucky Heritage Council to provide grants from the moneys deposited in the
fund to private nonprofit organizations for the purchase of certain sites.
HB 371 (Bridges and others)(H. A&R)(+)
Would establish a nonrefundable Kentucky affordable housing credit.
HB 394 (Elliott)(H. Rules, Recommitted)(+)
Would require certain local government playground projects to include
wheelchair access ramps, wheelchair-friendly surfaces and at least one (1)
wheelchair swing.
HB 465 (Koenig)(H. Local Govt)(+)(posted)
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Would establish a procedure for the optional consolidation of counties.
HB 471 (Hart)(H. A&R)(+)
Would expand the Endow Kentucky tax credit cap to $5 million annually instead
of the current tax credit cap of $1 million annually and provide that 2 percent of
the tax credit cap is reserved for foundations and funds that exclusively serve
rural counties.
HB 472 (Cantrell)(H. Judiciary)(+)
Would establish procedures for courts to dismiss civil actions that are determined
to be harassing and malicious.
HB 486 (Brown and numerous others)(H. Judiciary)(+)
Would reduce waiting period for felony expungement from five years to one year,
to reduce delays in the process and make other reforms.
HB 490 (Minter and numerous others)(H. Judiciary)(+)
Would allow parties to recover punitive damages for civil rights violations.
HB 544 (Reed)(H. Transp)(+)
Would revise laws concerning encroachments on state rights-of-way and clarify
enforcement powers of the Transportation Cabinet to order encroachments
removed or remedied.
HB 551 (Massey, Petrie)(H. Judiciary)(-)
Would create new venue for any challenge against a state agency, the General
Assembly, or a state official concerning the constitutionality of any statute,
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executive order, or regulation, in a panel of three circuit court judges selected by
the Chief Justice of the Kentucky Supreme Court.
There is no need for such a cumbersome process, which would delay the
adjudication of constitutional claims again state officers and agencies and disrupt
the normal functioning of the judicial circuits.
HB 554 (Blanton)(+)(posted)
Would require that an area to be annexed by a city have a population of at least
10 residents.
HB 601 (Donohue)(H. A&R)(+)
Would create a 1% surtax on public accommodations to fund state parks.
HB 635 (Meade)(H. Elections)(-)
Companion bill to proposed constitutional amendment providing for the partisan
election of justices and judges.
House Resolutions
HCR 4 ( Wiederstein)(H. H&FS)(+)
Concurrent resolution urging Congress to enact the Lower Health Care Costs Act,
a bipartisan measure intended to reform disclosure and health care policy in 12
discrete areas.
HR 11 (Duplessis)(Adopted)(+)
Simple resolution will urge Congress to require car manufacturers to improve
safety devices in cars for protection of children left in cars.
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HR 20 (Meeks, Scott)(Adopted)(+)
Simple resolution would recognize the second Monday of October of each year as
Indigenous Peoples' Day in Kentucky.
HR 50 (Minter and others)(H. Elections)(+)(posted, posting withdrawn)
Simple resolution celebrating 100th anniversary of Kentucky’s ratification of 19th
Amendment.
HR 99 (Dossett)(+)
Simple resolution would recognize the importance of access to safe, affordable,
culturally appropriate, and nutritious food and its beneficial impacts on the health
of Kentuckians and Kentucky's agricultural economy.
HJR 116 (Fischer)(H. Rules)(-)
A Joint Resolution would “declare that the power to determine the sufficiency of
ballot language for amendment to the Constitution of Kentucky rests with the
General Assembly” and that “the role of the Kentucky Supreme Court is to review
the ballot language to determine whether it accurately and fairly informs the
voter of the substance of the amendment.” A legislative resolution does not
trump the role of the judiciary under the Constitution of Kentucky.
Senate Bills
SB 13 (Thomas)(S A&R)(+)
Would gradually increase minimum wage for hourly and tipped workers.
SB 21 (Embry)(H. Ag)(+)(posted)
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Would allow veterinarian to report abuse and to allow immunity for a good faith
report.
SB 43 (Thomas)(S. State Local Govt)(+)
Would allow in-person early voting between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. on the three
Saturdays preceding any primary, regular election, or special election.
SB 48 (Neal)(S. State Local Govt)(+)
Proposed state constitutional amendment would allow persons convicted of a
felony, other than felonies designated by the General Assembly, the right to vote.
SB 62 (Higdon)(H. Rules)(+/-)
Original bill proposed a state constitutional amendment would grant persons
convicted of a felony other than a sex offense, a violent offense, or an offense
against a child, the right to vote five years after completion of sentence.
Committee Substitute adopted in the Senate would grant more latitude to the
General Assembly to determine by law which felonies would be eligible and what
preconditions would need to be met. The committee substitute weakens the bill
in our estimation. Floor amendment further weakens the bill and limits General
Assembly power to restoring voting but not civil rights. House Committee
Substitute further weakens bill by providing for loss of voting rights by those with
developmental disabilities or “serious mental illness.”
SB 97 (Neal)(S. L&O)(+)
Would make legislative findings and require racial and ethnic community criminal
justice and public safety impact statements for certain legislation and
administrative regulations.
SB 130 (McGarvey and others)(S. Judiciary)(+)
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Would prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity.
SB 142 (J. Adams)(S. Ag)(+)
Would amend and reform numerous animal cruelty laws.
SB 151 (Neal)(S. Judiciary)(+)
Would provide an enhanced term of imprisonment for any defendant convicted
of certain crimes when he or she intentionally selected the person because of that
person's actual or perceived race, color, ethnicity, national origin, religion, mental
or physical disability, gender identity or expression, or sexual orientation.
SB 152 (Smith)(S. A&R)(+)
Would extend the Endow Kentucky tax credit for charitable donations to qualified
community foundations and raise it to $5 million each fiscal year beginning July 1,
2020, reserving 20% of the credits for rural counties.
SB 154 (J. Adams, McGarvey, Neal)(S. Judiciary)(+)
Would add a diagnosis of serious mental illness to the disabilities which prevent
execution for persons convicted of capital offenses.
SB 157 (Schroder)(S. Rules)(+)
Would amend executive branch lobbyist laws to define "financial impact" and
refine the definitions of "executive agency decision" and "substantial issue" and
include real parties in interest as part of the engagement of the executive agency
lobbyist in the requirement to report compensation paid or received.
Disclosure of interests paying for efforts to influence the executive branch of state
government for financial gain should be subject to disclosure.
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SB 162 (Girdler)(S. State Local Govt)(+)
Would require training of mayors and legislative bodies of home rule class cities
on open meetings, records, ethics, and government functioning.
SB 180 (Thomas)(S. State Local Govt)(+)
Would require witnesses appearing before a committee, interim committee,
statutory committee, subcommittee, commission, or task force of the General
Assembly to take an oath prior to giving testimony.
SB 207 (Hornback)(H. Transp)(+)
Would add requirement for skills test for motorcycle licenses and differentiate 2
and 3-wheeled motorcycle licenses and testing.
SB 223 (McGarvey)(S. State Local Govt)(+)
Would prohibit the concealment of identity by mask, hood, or other item
obscuring one’s face while the person possesses a firearm, with certain
exceptions.
SB 247 (Neal)(S. Ed)(+)
Would mandate a driver education program on peace officer and driver
interaction to be used in driver’s ed programs.
SB 251 (Smith and others)(S. Rules)
Would amend definition of open pit mining in KRS Chapter 351 to exclude
excavations into refuse fills. The Council was concerned with the breadth of the
bill, and the exemption of excavations into refuse fills from mine safety laws.
KRC, the Cabinet, and the bill proponent are attempting to find common ground
on the bill.
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SB 270 (Stivers)(S. State Local Govt)(+)
Would prohibit executive agency lobbyists from contributing to the campaigns of
candidates for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, Secretary of State,
Attorney General, Auditor, and Commissioner of Agriculture.
SB 272 (McGarvey)(S. Judiciary)(+)
Would allow court to waive expungement fees on a finding of indigence.
SB 275 (McGarvey)(S. Ed)(+)
Would require school districts to provide full-day preschool and kindergarten.
SB 282 (McGarvey)(S. Eco Dev)(+)
Would require employers to provide accrued paid sick leave to employees.
Senate Resolutions
SR 25 (McGarvey)(+)
Simple resolution commemorating the 100th anniversary of Kentucky's
ratification of the 19th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States giving
women the right to vote.
SR 63 (Neal)(+)(Adopted)
Simple resolution recognizing the work of the Center for Neighborhoods.
SCR 86 (Alvarado)(S. Judiciary)(+)
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Concurrent resolution condemning antisemitism and reaffirming that certain acts
of antisemitism are hate crimes under Kentucky law.
SR 128 (Neal and others)(+) (Adopted)
Resolution celebrating Black History Month.
SR 139 (Harper Angel)(+)(Adopted)
Simple resolution celebrating the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th
Amendment to the United States Constitution.
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS FOR WHICH KRC HAS TAKEN NO POSITION
House Bills
HB 3 (McCoy)(H. Rules)
Would lift the statute of limitations for certain lawsuits where comparative fault is
an issue, extend the statute of limitations for one year for plaintiffs who submit
claims regarding long-term-care facilities to an evaluation process, and exempt
passive investors from liability in claims against long-term-care facilities.
HB 9 (Scott and others) (H. Ed)
Would require African history instruction in certain middle and high school world
history and civilization courses.
HB 19 (Rowland and others) (H. State Govt)(posted)
Would adopt year-round daylight-saving time in the state of Kentucky if
authorized by the United States Congress.
HB 22 (Riley and others)(S. Ed)
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Would prohibit corporal punishment as a form of discipline in schools.
HB 25 (Scott and others)(H. Ed)
Would amend statutes to eliminate charter school authorization.
HB 27 (Bratcher and others)(S. State Local Govt)
Would name and designate as the official pets of Kentucky domestic cats and
dogs that reside in or have been adopted from Kentucky animal shelters or rescue
organizations.
HB 30 (Raymond)(H. Ed)
Would expand definition of bullying to include non-school sponsored events and
cyberbullying.
HB 31 (Booker)(H. Judiciary)
Would repeal concealed carry of weapons without a license.
HB 32 (J. Miller and Moser)(S. A&R)
Would extend tobacco tax to include vaping products.
HB 41 (Raymond, Flood)(H. Ed)
Would require full-day kindergarten programs.
HB 43 (Brown and others)(H. Eco Dev)
Would prohibit employers from considering or requiring disclosure of prior
criminal history as part of the initial job application.
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HB 45 (Brown and others)(H. Judiciary)
Comprehensive reform of firearm regulation, including background checks and
safe firearm storage.
HB 51 (Bechler and others)(H. Local Govt)(posted)
Would require local law enforcement agencies and Kentucky State Police to
enforce immigration laws; prohibit local governments from adopting sanctuary
policies and provide for the withholding of state funding from sanctuaries;
prohibit postsecondary educational institutions from enrolling employing or
contracting with illegal aliens.
HB 52 (Lewis)(H. Tourism)
Would revise law relating to hunting coyotes at night.
HB 55 (Yates)(H. Elections)
Would revise laws regarding vacancies in elective offices.
HB 61 (Huff)(H. Transp)
Would provide for 90-day revocation of driver’s license on conviction of illegally
passing a school or church bus.
HB 63 (Wiederstein)(H. State Govt)
Would revise requirements for fiscal notes on legislative measures and those
affecting local governments.
HB 66 (Huff)(H. Judiciary)
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Would prohibit use of a personal communication device or stand-alone electronic
device while operating a motor vehicle; set forth exceptions and penalties.
HB 67 (Fischer and others)(To Senate)
Proposed amendment to Kentucky Constitution would state that Kentucky's
Constitution does not secure or protect a right to abortion or funding of abortion.
HB 70 (Graviss)(H. State Govt)
Would provide for annual salary increment for state employees based on the
average of the consumer price index for the two calendar years prior to the
biennium.
HB 73 (Wiederstein)(H. Elections)
Proposed state constitutional amendment would impose term limits on General
Assembly members.
HB 76 (Kulkarni)(H. Judiciary)
Would criminalize possession of a firearm by a convicted domestic abuser and
possession of a firearm by the subject of a domestic violence protective order.
HB 77 (Kulkarni)(H. Eco Dev)
Would create a prevailing wage law for all public works projects.
HB 83 (Wiederstein)(H. H&FS)
Would eliminate certificate of need process for health and medical services.
HB 106 (Stevenson)(H. Judiciary)
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Would require forfeiture of animals subjected to cruelty.
HB 107 (Stevenson)(H. Judiciary)
Would provide civil immunity for damaging a vehicle if a person enters the vehicle
with the reasonable, good-faith belief that a dog or cat is in immediate danger of
death if not removed.
HB 108 (Stevenson)(H. Ag)
Would provide that a veterinarian is not subject to discipline when acting in good
faith to report, provide information about, or testify on a suspected animal abuse
violation.
HB 111 (Graham)(H. Elections)
Would require filing of five years of federal income tax returns with the Registry
of Election Finance by any candidate for constitutional statewide office who files a
notification and declaration for elective office.
HB 112 (Jenkins)(H. Elections)
Would require that all personal loans made by candidates for all constitutional
state officers, including the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, to their
campaigns be repaid by their campaign committees within one year.
HB 113 (Hatton)(H. Elections)
Would require statewide elected officials to file a statement of use of state
resources with the Executive Branch Ethics Commission when state resources are
used for nonpublic purposes and the value of that use of state resources exceeds
$250.
HB 123 (Cantrell)(H. Eco Dev)
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Would require employers to provide earned paid sick leave to employees.
HB 127 (King)(H. Elections)
Proposed state constitutional amendment to prohibit members of the General
Assembly from receiving legislative pay for a special session called because the
General Assembly adjourned without passing a state budget.
HB 129 (Moser and others)(to Governor)
Would revise funding formula and mandates to local health departments.
HB 136 (Nemes and numerous others)(S. Judiciary)
Would legalize medical marijuana.
HB 143 (Tipton and others)(H. Rules, recommitted to H. A&R)
Would provide annual cost of living adjustment for state employees.
HB 148 (Howard)(H. Judiciary)
Would legalize and regulate recreational marijuana.
HB 149 (Webber)(H. Elections)
Proposed state constitutional amendment would require Governor to name his or
her Lieutenant Governor within 30 days of being nominated for Governor.
HB 150 (Fischer)(To House for concurrence)
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Would provide that a statement or restatement of law in any treatise is not the
law or public policy of the Commonwealth and cannot be used by a court as
controlling authority. Bill raises interesting separation of powers issues.
HB 157 (Howard)(H. Elections)
Proposed state constitutional amendment would impose term limits on state
legislative offices.
HB 158 (Wheatley)(H. Judiciary)
Would ban sale and purchase of flavored vaping products.
HB 160 (Huff and others)(H. Transp)
Would allow commercial sponsorships with signage of state highway vehicles, rest
areas, bridges, tunnels, and roads, with the proceeds going to the road fund.
HB 163 (Schamore)(H. Elections)
Proposed state constitutional amendment establishing term limits for state
legislators.
HB 176 (Raymond)(H. Eco Dev)
Would require employers with 50 or more employees to provide twelve weeks of
paid parental leave for an employee who has been employed for at least one
year.
HB 181 (Gentry)(H. Elections)
Proposed state constitutional amendment would allow casino gambling.
HB 182 (Palumbo)(H. A&R)
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Would create an income tax credit for purchase and installation of electric vehicle
charging equipment.
HB 185 (Heath)(H. Elections)(posted)
Would establish term limits for state legislative offices.
HB 188 (King)(H. State Govt)
Would require roll call votes on any state fiscal measure, including an
appropriation or revenue-raising measure.
HB 190 (Bratcher)(S. Ed)
Amend current law to require that the code of acceptable behavior and discipline
include appropriate reporting and escalation requirements of incidents of
bullying.
HB 192 (Donohue)(H. Judiciary)
Bill regulating assault weapons and large capacity ammo feeding devices.
HB 197 (McCool, Frazier)(H. Judiciary)(posted, posting withdrawn)
Would raise jury pay from 5 to 30 dollars per day.
HB 216 (Thomas and others)(H. Rules)
Would include violence against an animal used as coercive conduct in the
definition of "domestic violence and abuse.”
HB 221 (Booker)(H. Judiciary)
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Would decriminalize personal possession of marijuana.
HB 222 (Booker)(H. Judiciary)
Would provide for automatic expungement of eligible misdemeanors, violations,
and certain Class D felonies.
HB 223 (Freeland and others)(H. Judiciary)
Would increase punishment for torture of a dog or cat to a Class D felony.
HB 224 (Marzian)(H. H&FS)
Would establish a qualified terminally ill patient's right to voluntarily request
medication to self-administer to cause death.
HB 227 (Yates)(H. Elections)(posted)
Would remove straight-party voting as an option in a regular election.
HB 236 (Koch, Heath)(Became Law)
Would amend hemp regulation to set forth requirements for the transportation
of hemp or hemp products, and regarding testing.
HB 242 (Upchurch)(To Governor)
Would allow transporters of new manufactured housing to exceed height and
weight limits for highways under permit.
HB 244 (Graviss)(H. Judiciary)
Would prohibit spectators and vendors from attending an event where any
animal, rather than any four-legged animal, is caused to fight.
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HB 252 (Dossett)(H. Rules, recommitted to H. A&R)
Would require an inspection and a new B1 seal prior to the transfer of title or
ownership of a manufactured or mobile home.
HB 255 (Tipton and others)(H. Transp)(posted)
Would prohibit the use of a personal communication device or stand-alone
electronic device while operating a motor vehicle.
HB 259 (Brown and others)(H. Judiciary)
Would make it a crime to unlawfully store a firearm and establish elements of the
crime for recklessly allowing access to an unsecured firearm by a minor.
HB 287 (Sims)(H. Elections)
Would allow party-affiliated and independent voters to vote in primary elections
for other political parties under certain circumstances.
HB 300 (Massey)(H. Elections)(posted)
Proposed constitutional amendment would align Supreme Court districts to
Congressional districts and provide that the Justices be elected on a statewide
basis. Bill was heard but not voted on in committee on March 12.
HB 314 (Graviss)(H. Judiciary)
Would increase the amount that a claim may not exceed in District Court from
$5,000 to $20,000; increase the amount that a claim may not exceed in the small
claims division from $2,500 to $10,000; and to increase the amount that a
counterclaim may not exceed in the small claims division from $2,500 to $10,000.
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HB 326 (Graviss and numerous others)(H. Elections)
Would establish the Advisory Redistricting Commission, which shall be composed
of members appointed by the General Assembly and members of the public at
large to draft redistricting plans for legislative and congressional districts.
HB 327 (Bratcher and others)(S. Judiciary)
Would create automatic expungement of acquittals and dismissals with prejudice
occurring after the effective date of the Act and allow petitions for expungement
of past acquittals and dismissals with prejudice.
HB 332 (Pratt)(H. Rules, recommitted to H. A&R)
Would require the Kentucky Communications Network Authority to offer
wholesale access to the excess capacity on KentuckyWired only in unserved areas.
HB 336 (Fischer)(S. Rules)
Would require a candidate for Governor to select a running mate in a slate of
candidates after filing a certificate or petition of nomination and not later than
the second Tuesday in August preceding the regular election for the office of
Governor.
HB 339 (Miles and Nemes)(H. A&R)
Would change the definition of "processing" regarding severance taxes to include
the act of loading or unloading limestone that has not otherwise been severed or
treated in the Commonwealth.
HB 345 (T. Huff)(H. L&O)
Would require land surveyors to carry errors and omissions insurance and direct
the state board of licensure to offer group insurance.
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HB 353 (Rudy and Santoro)(H. A&R)(posted)
Governor’s proposed biennial transportation budget.
HB 354 (Rudy, Santoro)(H. A&R)(posted)
Biennial highway construction plan.
HB 355 (Rudy)(S. A&R)
Proposed biennial legislative branch budget.
HB 356 (Rudy)(H. A&R)(posted)
Proposed biennial judicial branch budget.
HB 362 (Pratt and others)(S. Eco Dev)
Would create broadband deployment fund to provide infrastructure construction
assistance for deployment of broadband service to under- and unserved areas of
the Commonwealth and establish criteria for funding.
HB 363 (Blanton, Dossett)(H. A&R)
Would increase court costs and traffic safety program costs to fund a new
Department of Kentucky State Police forensic laboratory fund.
HB 369 (Hale and others)(S. NR Energy)
Would amend laws concerning disposal of cervid carcass material to include
taxidermists and butchers, and to eliminate boiling and incineration as acceptable
methods of cervid meat disposal, leaving land disposal or landfilling.
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HB 405 (Nemes, Lewis)(H. Rules)
Proposed state constitutional amendment would increase the term of office for
Circuit Court Clerks and Commonwealth's Attorneys from six years to eight years
beginning in 2024; increase the term of office for county attorneys and district
judges from four years to eight years beginning in 2022; increase the requirement
of being a licensed attorney from two years to eight years for district judges
beginning in 2022; exempt any person serving as a District Judge on the effective
date of the Act from the eight-year licensure requirement.
HB 416 (Wilner and numerous others)(H. A&R)
Comprehensive tax reform proposal, would freeze the state property tax rate,
include vapor products in the definition of tobacco products; increase the tax on
cigarettes, snuff, chewing tobacco, and tobacco products; tax horse racing
wagers, expand sales tax on services, impose an estate tax; limit itemized
deduction amounts except for the charitable contribution deduction; and make
other changes.
HB 420 (K. King)(S. Rules, consent)
Would direct the Department of Agriculture to implement the Food Safety
Modernization Act.
HB 422 (Petrie, Tipton)(H. A&R)(posted)
Would revise law for preparation of fiscal notes for any bill creating a tax
expenditure and require offsetting before the bill could be voted on.
HB 446 (Gooch)(To Senate)
Would change the limits on water district commissioners' annual salary to limits
on their total annual compensation and allow the Public Service Commission to
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grant reasonable extensions of time for water district commissioners to complete
their training requirements for good cause shown.
HB 475 (Meredith and numerous others)(Defeated, Reconsidered, to H. Rules)
Proposed amendment to Kentucky Constitution to permit the General Assembly
to authorize a county, city, town, or municipal corporation to assess and collect
local taxes and fees that are not otherwise in conflict with the Constitution.
HB 481 (Moser)(H. Judiciary)
Companion bill to SB 178 would impose new disclosure requirements on legal
services advertising involving claims regarding medical device products and drugs,
and limit use of protected health information without authorization.
HB 494 (Massey)(H. Judiciary)
Would allow indigent persons entitled to legal representation to be represented
by counsel at the earliest stages of their involvement in the criminal justice
system.
HB 495 (Massey)(H. Judiciary)
Would specify the types of expenses which do and do not qualify as direct
expenses in the representation of indigent persons and specify that expert
witnesses who do not provide treatment to indigent defendants are not engaged
in the professional practice of their field of expertise.
HB 497 (Blanton and Fugate)(H. A&R)
Would exempt machinery, equipment, supplies, etc. purchased or leased by a
coal mining operation from August 1, 2020 to July 31, 2022 from sales and use
tax.
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HB 498 (Upchurch)(To Senate)
Would require the Finance and Administration Cabinet, in conjunction with the
State Treasurer, to provide public access to executive branch financial information
and require express written approval of the Finance and Administration Cabinet
and the State Treasurer for any contract for development of a Web site providing
public access to executive branch expenditures.
HB 503 (Massey)(H. Elections)(posted)
Companion bill to proposed constitutional amendment in HB 300 that would align
Supreme Court districts to Congressional districts apportioned to the state, and
provide for the election of Supreme Court Justices, including the Chief Justice, on
a statewide, nonpartisan basis.
HB 505 (Blanton)(To Senate)(+)
Would require that solar electric generating facilities with rated capacities of 5
megawatts or greater be built at least 100 feet from adjoining residential
properties and allow local planning units to establish superseding setback
requirements.
House Floor Amendment drafted by KRC at request of sponsor was adopted,
clarifying that the 100-foot setback can be waived by the adjoining property
owner, and that the 100-foot setback for merchant solar facilities (over 10 mW)
can be waived provided it is demonstrated that adjoining properties are
protected. House Floor Amendment also clarified compliance authority of Public
Service Commission.
HB 511 (Heavrin)(To Senate)
Would prohibit state and local government entities from restricting the donation
of game meat to or from cooperative extension agencies for the purpose of free
meal distribution.
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HB 512 (Graviss and others)(H. Local Govt)
Would enable local governments to legislate enforcement action for dogs and
public safety, so long as that the ordinance, regulation, or policy does not regulate
ownership of a dog by its breed or perceived breed and is consistent with state
law.
HB 516 (Banta)(H. L&O)(posted)
Would make technical amendments to administrative regulation review process,
including clarifying that a motion to find a regulation deficient requires a majority
of the membership of a committee; clarifying information filed by agency
requesting that a regulation not expire; and providing the Education Assessment
and Accountability Review Subcommittee the same powers and processes as the
Administrative Regulation Review Subcommittee.
HB 522 (Graviss)(H. Elections)
Would include reporting and disclosure requirements to the Kentucky Registry of
Election Finance for Internet announcements that expressly advocate for the
election or defeat of a political candidates or group of candidates.
HB 527 (Massey)(H. Rules)
Would prohibit payment to any person by a candidate or committee, or any
person acting on behalf of a candidate or committee, for the purpose of
transporting a voter to polls.
HB 567 (Sorolis)(H. Elections)
Sets process for county board of elections to petition to state board of elections
to approve designation of voting locations.
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HB 568 (Sorolis)(H. Elections)
Bill would modify election law, including process and content of provisional
ballots and the handling and certification of such ballots.
HB 605 (Lee)(H. Rules)
Would provide for the election of a mayor and members of a legislative body in a
consolidated local government on a nonpartisan basis.
HB 627 (Elkins)(H. Local Govt)
Would require compensation from a city to the county for the economic loss
sustained from annexation and provide method of calculation of loss.
HB 630 (Nemes)(H. A&R)
Would authorize a fiscal court to provide for wastewater services to courts in its
jurisdiction as part of its custodial responsibilities for courthouses and their
grounds.
HB 632 (Scott and others)(H. Ed)
Would provide additional free speech protections for student reporters.
HB 647 (Osborne)(H. Elections)
Proposed constitutional amendment would allow General Assembly to call itself
into extraordinary session if the General Assembly has reserved at least one day
from its regular session in that year.
House Resolutions
HR 2 (Osborne)(Adopted)
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Resolution adopting the rules for the House for 2020 Session.
HCR 4 (Wiederstein)(H. H&FS)
Concurrent resolution urging the United States Congress to enact the Lower
Health Care Costs Act.
HCR 5 (Bentley and others)(Adopted and became law)
Concurrent resolution urging federal policymakers to expedite research regarding
the safety and efficacy of the use of marijuana for medical purposes.
HR 65 (Miles and others)(adopted)
Simple resolution pledging civility on and off the House floor.
HJR 66 (Rudy, Santoro)(H. A&R)(posted)
Joint resolution providing that the last four years of the six-year road plan would
be adopted as a joint resolution.
Senate Bills
SB 1 (D. Carroll and others)(H. Judiciary)(posted)
Would prohibit local or state sanctuary policies and require agencies and law
enforcement to support enforcement of federal immigration law.
SB 2 (Mills and others)(To Conference Committee)
Voter Identification bill.
SB 3 (McDaniel and others)(H. Elections)
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Proposed state constitutional amendment to hold the election of the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Treasurer, Auditor of Public Accounts, Attorney General,
Secretary of State, and Commissioner of Agriculture, Labor and Statistics in evennumbered years, every four years.
SB 4 (Higdon and others)(H. Transp)(posted)
Would create new Kentucky Transportations Board to develop the biennial
highway construction plan and six-year road plan, removing that power from the
Governor.
SB 5 (Alvarado and others)(H. Rules)
Would require proposed increases or levies of ad valorem taxes and certain fees
by special purpose governmental entities to be submitted to the legislative body
of the county or city.
SB 11 (Schickel, Embry)(H. Judiciary)(posted)
Would make intentional or wanton defacement, destruction, or damage to a
residential rental property subject to charge of criminal mischief.
SB 15 (Westerfield and others)(H. Judiciary, reassigned to H. Elections Judiciary)
Proposed state constitutional amendment to establish a crime victims' bill of
rights.
SB 28 (Meredith)(S. State Local Govt)
Proposed state constitutional amendment would increase terms of Senators and
Representatives.
SB 31 (Meredith)(S State Local Govt)
KENTUCKY RESOURCES COUNCIL | Page 50 of 56

Proposed state constitutional amendment would abolish office of Lieutenant
Governor and establish new lines of succession.
SB 32 (Neal)(S. Veterans)
Would make it a crime to unlawfully store a firearm.
SB 55 (Smith)(H. Rules, recommitted to H. A&R)
Would create a Blockchain Technology Working Group to examine the
applicability of blockchain technology for various utility sectors and report to the
Governor and the LRC by December 1 of each year.
SB 58 (McDaniel)(H. Elections)(posted)
Proposed state constitutional amendment to prohibit Governor's from granting
pardons or commute sentences beginning 30 days prior to a gubernatorial
election and ending at that gubernatorial inauguration.
SB 71 (Parrett)(S. State Local Govt)
Would create a Kentucky Committee on Legislative Redistricting, composed of
state university faculty, to develop redistricting plans for state legislative and
United States congressional districts.
SB 73 (Buford)(S. Ag)
Would provide that the fine for causing animals to fight shall be $5,000.
SB 75 (Wheeler and others)(S. Rules)
Act makes numerous changes in current law regarding registration of off-highway
vehicles.
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SB 78 (Meredith, Adams, D. Carroll)(S. Transp)
Would require bicycle helmets for operators and passengers under the age of 12
in the bicycle standards and safety administrative regulations.
SB 94 (Hornback and others)(Became Law)
Would remove requirements for the sale of gasoline containing up to ten percent
ethanol.
SB 98 (Schickel)(S. Judiciary)
Would remove protections against employment discrimination based on an
individual's status as a smoker or nonsmoker.
SB 100 (Meredith and Alvarado)(S. Judiciary)
Would require that claims in lawsuits for medical or health care expenses be
offset for contractual adjustments by claimant’s healthcare payer.
SB 103 (Castlen)(H. Local Govt)(posted)
Would reduce size of “farmstead” from 10 to 5 acres, exclusive of non-farm
buildings, for purposes of on-site sewage disposal system requirements; and for
the purposes of exemption from the requirements of the Kentucky State
Plumbing Code.
SB 106 (Schroder)(H. Elections)
Proposed amendment to state constitution would eliminate Section 233 providing
that laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia continue in force unless changed by
General Assembly.

KENTUCKY RESOURCES COUNCIL | Page 52 of 56

SB 107 (West and others)(S. Judiciary)
Would legalize and regulate medical marijuana.
SB 113 (Schickel)(S. State Local Govt)
Would prohibit a corporation organized outside this state from making
contributions or expenditures to support a ballot issue; and to prohibit
nonresidents of this state and corporations not organized in this state from being
able to register a political issues committee, contribute to a political issues
committee, or otherwise make contributions and expenditures in support of, or in
opposition to, a ballot issue.
SB 143 (Wheeler)(S. Rules)
Would require school districts to adopt policies ensuring that all students remain
seated and silent for a period of meditation, prayer, or other silent activity.
SB 145 (McGarvey, J. Adams)(S. State Local Govt)
Propose to amend Kentucky Constitution to authorize the General Assembly to
define, permit, oversee, and regulate all forms of otherwise-permissible gaming.
SB 163 (Schroder)(S. State Local Govt)
Would allow the reviser of statutes to edit any section or parts of sections of the
Kentucky Revised Statutes that have been declared unconstitutional, void, or
otherwise unlawful and unenforceable by a state or federal appellate court.
SB 175 (Webb)(S. Ag)
Would guarantee the right to utilize working animals for “the mutual benefit and
welfare of the animals and those they serve” and would preclude local
government regulation banning or effectively banning the use of such animals or
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animal enterprise in commerce, service, ranching, entertainment, transportation,
education, or exhibition. Wouldn’t override state or federal laws regulating
animal care, public health, and public safety.
SB 178 (Alvarado)(To House)
Would impose new disclosure requirements on legal services advertising involving
claims regarding medical device products and drugs, and limit use of protected
health information without authorization.
SB 179 (Harper Angel)(S. Ag)
Would prohibit retail pet shops from selling dogs, cats, and rabbits, and from
showcasing them if from a breeder or broker.
SB 261 (Thayer)(S. State Local Govt)
Would require Horse Park Commission members to be appointed by Governor
and confirmed by Senate.
SB 262 (Thayer)(S. State Local Govt)
Would remove all references to confirmation of gubernatorial appointments by
the House of Representatives.
SB 264 (Thayer)(S. State Local Govt)
Would require the State Board of Elections to establish, maintain, and
continuously update a computerized map of Kentucky containing census
geography and election precinct boundaries and to specify how election precincts
must be displayed and disseminated; allow county boards of elections to file
electronic maps in lieu of paper maps of election precinct boundaries.
SB 269 (Stivers)(Withdrawn)
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Would limit the amount of compensation an employee who has not retired from
any of the state administered retirement systems and who is appointed to a
position in the Executive Branch by the Governor to twenty-five percent above
any prior state service compensation.
SB 271 (Stivers)(S. State Local Govt)
Significant revision of current law regarding Executive Orders, would require
executive orders issued by the Governor to be identified by year of issuance and
subject area, to be numbered consecutively within year of issuance and subject
area categories, and to be filed with the Secretary of State, would delay executive
orders relating to appointments requiring confirmation, reorganization of state
government, and other matters pertaining to the operation or official policy of
the government for 35 days after being filed with the Secretary of State; require
the committee of referral to review the executive order within 30 days and report
its findings and objections; require an objection by the reviewing committee to be
upon the vote of a majority of the committee members of either chamber; direct
that executive orders pertaining to governmental policy which were objected to
by a reviewing committee be identified in legislation drafted for introduction by
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House on the first day of the
regular session; require the proposed legislation to declare each identified
deficient executive order void upon enactment of the legislation, prohibit the
Governor from adopting executive orders that are the same or substantially the
same as the voided executive order for one year from sine die adjournment of the
legislative session in which the legislation is enacted, and contain an emergency
clause; permit the General Assembly to amend the proposed legislation to add
executive orders, delete executive orders, or include reorganization orders which
have not been enacted into law; require the Governor to compile a list of all
executive orders currently in effect and provide the list to the Legislative Research
Commission by September 30, 2020; require the Governor to identify executive
orders that should remain in effect and those he or she shall revoke or repeal as
obsolete or no longer necessary; provide that executive orders the Governor does
not continue in effect or revoke or repeal on another date will cease to exist as of
KENTUCKY RESOURCES COUNCIL | Page 55 of 56

October 1, 2020; require legislative review of executive orders that the Governor
has identified should remain in effect; create a new section of KRS Chapter 12 to
require each administrative body created by executive order or administrative
order to cease to exist at the end of the issuing Governor's or other statewide
elected official's term of office unless established by General Assembly
enactment; amend KRS 12.028, relating to the reorganization of state
government, to conform.
SB 276 (McGarvey)(S. State Local Govt)
Proposed constitutional amendment to increase terms of Commonwealth
Attorneys from 6 to 8 years, District Judges from 4 to 8, and to raise eligibility for
District Judges from 2 to 8 years.
Senate Resolutions
SR 2 (Stivers) (adopted)
Rules governing 2020 Senate in Regular Session.
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